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turned her attention to Central Asia, where she redoubled
her activities : she laid a military railway to the borders
of Afghanistan and became remarkably busy in Thibet.
There was good reason for including India in the Anglo-
Japanese Alliance.
But "firmly to maintain the peace of the whole of the
Far East and of India' would entail Japan acting as watch-
dog should the people of India rise against the extortions
of British administration. For Japan, the strong country of
Asia, whose duty it is to lead the rest, to do this would be
highly discreditable and would eventually place her in an
insupportable position. In the face of this, how did our
political crowd come to make such an agreement ? One is
tempted to think that the price was British tacit acquiescence
in the annexation of Korea and an offensive and defensive
alliance. None the less, it must not be forgotten that it was
morally inadmissible for Japan to accept the duty of watch-
dog over India.
Britain's dual foreign policy.
As has been said above, at the time when the first Anglo-
Japanese Alliance was under discussion, certain of our
statesmen got into difficulties trying to trim their sails ;
they were unable to see through Russia's evil designs.
That old hand England, however, used a dual foreign policy
effectively to strengthen her position.
We have already seen how England made an alliance
with Japan against their common enemy Russia, whose
advance southward in the Far East she desired to check.
Two years later, in 1904, she came to an understanding with
France, directed against the Triple Alliance of Germany,
Austria, and Italy. This meant that her relations with Russia,
who was already allied to France, became much closer,
and, in 1907, developed into a formal agreement. Thus
England made, on the one hand, an alliance directed
against Russia and, on the other, treated the same country
as a friend and came to an amicable agreement with her.
The two actions were logically inconsistent.
It is in his ability calmly and unhesitatingly to do things
like this that John Bull is so great and shows that he is a
past-master in diplomacy.
There are two things that should not be overlooked in